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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


We publish this week a list of the subscriptions 
received for the *Snarry” fund. Considering the 
great interest taken in the case, its importance to 
every practitioner, and the remarkable attendance 
at the Leeds meeting, it is very disappointing. Dos- 
sibly the want of publicity given to the funda may 
have militated against its success. if so we hope that 
the list sent us by the Treasurer may do something 
to awaken a little much needed sympathy. 


In one of our notes is aun announcement of 
alteration in the Army regulations ds to Inspecting 
Veterinary Surgeons, which will permit the appoint- 
ment of Mr, Lambert as Principal V.8. © Without 
the New Warrant his retirement 
place in accordance with the old rules before the 
present occupant of the post retired. Mr, Lambert’s 
appointment is not yet Gazetted, but we infer that 
his selection only awaits official recognition. 


The Infectious Disease (Prevention) Bill, which 
has been read a third time, contains a clause of in- 
terest to veterinarians. Bythis Bill it was originally 
proposed to confer power on the Medical Officer of 
Health to examine cattle in dairies, diagnose their 
disease, and if he thought it was one capable of 
transmission to human beings, to close the dairy. 
This has now been amended so as to require a 
properly qualitied veterinary surgeon to be present 
during any examination of the animals the medical 
officer may wish to make. This amendment throws 


Cow Disease * will be very timely reading for any 
practitioner who may be employed under the 
New Act 


The last meeting of Council did not finally dis- 
pose of the question of the Matriculation Examina- 
tions, Latin is now a compulsory subject but in 
the proposed new regulations an option was given 
to candidates to pass in Latin. French or German. 
This option was founded on the advice of the Col- 


lege of Preceptors. At the Annual General Mecting 


a resolution was passed that Latin should be made a 


an 


would have taken | 


either 


quired, 


of Cesar no great good or harm will result, 


compulsory subject, and this the Council accepted, 
so that in the latest proposals Latin is no longer 
optional. No one disputes that a knowledge of Latin 
is a useful acquirement for men who intend to study 
medical science. No one denies that a classical 
education is a good thing, but it is held that the 
smattering of classics obtained by the average boy 
up to the age of sixteen is not of much value 

certainly not of such value as a fair knowledge of 
French or German, ‘Phe whole question of 
meking Latin compulsory in our matriculation ex- 
amination turns upon the degree of proficiency re- 
If the test stops short at the ability to 
a few lines from the first or second book 
But 
this cannot surely be considered an educational ac- 
quirement equal in value to the ability to read 
French or German. = If the Latin test goes farther 
and requires aman to construe and parse a passage 
from Horace or Cicero we greatly fear that about V0 


construe 


per cent of intending graduates will fail to satisfy 


some responsibility upon our profession which will | 


be willingly accepted but Which must be undertaken 
with great care. The scares concerning diphtheria, 
scarlet fever, &c., have impressed many medical 
men with an idea that some morbid conditions of the 


cow may give rise to these well-known diseases in- 


man. It is more than probable that cases of sore 


teats or loss of hair may attract the attention of | 


some zealous medical officer, and the veterinarian 
called in to consult may have a difficult task to show 
that these conditions are not a transmissible disease. 
These consultations will require the very greatest 
care and consideration. 


publicity given to outbreaks of disease traced to the 


milk supply. 


A careful perusal of the reports on the * Hendon | not complair 


Mistakes are easily made 
but not easily rectified, especially in face of the 


the examiners. ‘These men, if they are able to pass 
in French or German, would be quite fit to enter 
our profession, and their rejection seems to us to he 
some years in advance of the necessities of the case, 
Aman may be a gentleman and know very little 
Latin or Greek, — For practical utility French or 
German are much more desirable than the classical 
languages. We have hardly yet reached the pro- 
fessional level to insist that our graduates should 
possess educational luxuries. 


The short number, which we apologise for offering 
our readers this week, is due to our being disap- 
pointed in not receiving some articles: and reports 
promised. Any further delay in waiting for them 
would have prevented our going to press in time, 
and of the two evils we preferred a short number. 

During the past twelve months we have by extra 
“pages just aver: ged one and a half pages per week 
over our original quantity, s0 that our readers can- 
1 of not having all that was promised. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


FIBROUS TUMOURS FROM A BITCH. 
By B. Freer, M.R.C.V.S. 


The subject from which the tumours (sent to you) 
were removed was a small rough-haired terrier 
bitch, the property of Lieut.-Col. Fludyer, and was 
first seen by me at the end of April last year, when 
my attention was drawn to what I took to be a sub- 
cutaneous fibrous tumour en the under surface of the 
abdomen. This I removed on May 18th. and found 
it to weigh about four ounces—lobular on outer sur- 
face, extremely hard, if dropped on a floor it would 
bounce up like a ball; little or no heemorrbage took 
place, and the wound rapidly healed. In two or 
three months another made its appearance, and when 
about the same size as the first, was removed on 
Sept. llth. It was the counterpart of the other. 
Again she went op all right until March of this 
year, when a tumour was found between the thighs 
and pressing against the vulva. This, on removal 
on March 10th, proved the largest of the three, and 
required a little more care to dissect it out. The 
wound consequent upon this last removal had 
searcely healed, when my attention was again 
directed to her, as she was reported dull, off feed, 
&e. On careful examination I felt sure that I could 
feel a hard but small body within the abdomen, and 
| hazarded the opinion that probably a tumour or 
tumours were forming in that region. Her owner 
was extremely anxious to keep her alive as long as 
possible, and wished me to do all in my power for 
her. On the off chance I gave her pills containing 
potas. iodide and gentian, and recommended them, 
if her bowels became constipated, to give her an 
occasional laxative; also advised as to diet and 
exercise. However. another month plainly showed 
that it was only a matter of time, as every part of 
the animal seemed to waste except the belly and 
that got bigger day by day. Throngh al) this she 
ate well and was cheerful, lingered until the 25th of 
this month when she was shot. and the tumours for- 
warded to me. I regret that I had not the oppor- 
tunity of opening her myself. When at her best 
she could not have weighed mora than 16 Ibs., and 
the specimens sent to you weighed 6 lbs. 6 ozs. 

The case is interesting inasmuch as the growths 
seem to be quite non-malignant, and yet are the 
direct cause of death—probably from mechanical 
interference with the alimentary organs. 

_The tumours, four in number, were received and for- 
warded to Professor Axe, who describes them as fibrous 


tumours which had undergone extensive calcareous change. 
-—Eb.! 


FITZ HUGH v. JACOBs. 
Dear Sir, 

Will you kindly afford me opportunity to correct 
in the next issue of The Record your report on the 
above so far as relates to my evidence on the 
occasion. 


Ist.—1 stated I found the horse in question on 
my first examination at Aldridges (April Ist) very 
lame of the off fore leg, and added, * from acute in- 
flammation of the parts connected with a splint.’ 

2nd.—The report says that I examined the horse. 
again last Tuesday and he was then very lame, 
whereas I said ‘he was not then lame.’ 

3rd.—I said in reply I considered the horse, owing 
to the splint and thoroughpin, to be unsound 
‘in the technical and legal sense.’ 

4th.—In answer to His Honour | said a horse 
may be unsound in the technical and legal sense. 
and yet practically sound in the sense which the 
experience of a veterinary surgeon enabled him to 
determine. 

5th.—It represents me as having replied that a 
horse might be practicalty unsound with a curb, 
whereas | said a horse might be practically sound 
with a curb. 

I should like also with your permission to com- 
ment further on this case—1 met General Fitz Hugh, 
an entire stranger to me, by appointmentat Ald- 
ridge’s Repository, and 1 examined this horse on the 
several points in question submitted to me. Upon 
learning that it was intended to take legal proceed- 
ings against a member, I urged on General Fitz 
Hugh how detrimental such a procedure might be to 
the interests of the profession, and prevailed on 
that gentleman to withold from further action in 
that direction, and to allow me instead to see Mr. 
Jacobs, and endeavour to mediate between them. 

Accordingly, under permission I wrote to Mr. 
Jacobs asking him to favour me with a call ona 
matter concerning himself. Mr. Jacobs did call 
on me and gave his version of the transaction, and 
proposed,to meet his former client at the chambers of 
the latter’s Solicitor to talk the matter over. General 
Fitz Hugh also wrote me hoping that something 
could be arranged to prevent a trial. and he told 
me he would be willing to share the loss resulting 
from the re-sale of the horse. Mr. Jacobs expressed 
himself to me on the occasion of his visit, and sub- 
sequently as fully appreciating my action and good 
intention professionally in endeavouring to effect a 
reconciliation, and to obviate the trial which was 
pending. but his views and those of the General 
remained at variance. 

Mr. Roberts and I on professional grounds offered 
to bear part of Mr. Jacob’s pecuniary loss if he could 
see his way to settle the dispute out of Court. 

Yours faithfully, J. Roanrr Cox, 


THE QUESTION OF SOUNDNESs. 


Sir, 

I cannot help writing a few lines on the above 
subject, after reading the remarks of Judge Bacon. 
in the case reported in last week’s Record. What 
are we todo? While at College we are impressed 
with the importance of such defects, as. thorough- 
pin, curb, splint, windgall, &c.. and woe be to the 
student in the practical examination, if he fails tv 
point out each and all of the faults, if they are 
present in the horse before him: even if there is 10 


= 
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more than a sensation of either and he misses it I 
fear he would miss his diploma too. 

Now, after getting our diplomas, we have an 
eminent Jndge holding forth that, ~ it was quite 
clear a thoroughpin was not and could uot be an 
unsoundness,” and * a splint was not an unsoundness,” 
It seems to me that we are very much” between two 
stools—in either case we must come to grief. Could 
not a meeting be convened of delegates from each 
of the several Veterinary Medical Societies in the 
country, to try and bring the question to a definite 
issue. Such a meeting would embrace all the most 
experienced Veterinarians of the day. and would 
surely lead to some good. 

Yours truly, Frrzwittiam 


Morsip Specimen, 


The Chairman said he had brought with him a morbid 
specimen, but he could not tell them anything about 
the symptoms of the animal excepting that it was an 
omnibus horse. Without doing any work the animal 
greatly wasted for three months and then died. — Por- 
tions of the lung were being submitted to microscopical 
examinations. 

A New 

The Chairman then read a paper bearing the title 
“A New Charter—Is it necessary /"’ which appeared in 
The Record last week. In the diseussion which followed 

Mr. Burrewe thought they should congratulate them 
selves that they had such a powerful advocate as their 
President. © He would not deny that injustice had been 
done to some members of the Profession by Clause [X 
but he did not think they should make that the 
basis of their action. If that was all they had to say 


CHARTER, 


/about it they had better drop the agitation altogether, 


Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. 


12. Breap Srreer, 
EpInpurcu 


June 16th, 1890, 


Dear Sir, 

I regret that by an oversight, it was omitted in my 
report of those gentlemen who passed their final exami- 
nation last month, * that Mr. A. Breakenti” of The 
Dick College, did so with Great Credit. Kindly see 
your next issue makes mention of this, and oblige 

Yours truly, 
R. Ruruenrorn. 
Secretary to Board of Examiners, 


no notice of the wishes of the profession. 


They ought to show that the repeal of the Clause would 


be qood for the profession at large, Some few years ago 
when speaking on the subject at an Annual Meeting he 
expressed the opinion that this Clause would prevent 
them having a fully representative Couneil, and that 
observation had been borne out by what they had seen. 


He thought they should look at it in the light that the 


Corporate body was deprived of the services of good men, 
and not regard it so much in the light of a personal 
injury, 

Mr. 


congratulated the Chairman upon 


the able manner in which he had introduced the subject. 


So fully had he dealt with it that so far as he could see 
it left little room for anybody else. At the meeting of 


the National Veterinary Association held in Birming 


ham some time ago, he advocated the alteration of this 
Clause LX. He rembered Mr. Kidd doing the same, 
but since then that gentleman had presented himself for 
examination, What had relieved his (the speaker's) 
mind was this--that the Council appeared to have taken 
A represen 


tative body should do so even if it was not really in 


VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


| 


‘The next meeting of this Association will take | 
place on Thursday, 26th June, at 2.30 p.m, at * The 
Bull,” Rochester. Ur. Fleming reads a paper 


“Variola in Animals and man.” | 


| 


CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL 


SOCLETY. 


The usual monthly meeting of the above Society was | 
held the at “ First Avenue Hotel,’ on Thursday evening, | 
June 5th. 

The Secretary said he had received letters from Messrs. | 
Wright and Harry Withers expressing their regret at_ 
not being able to attend. He also received a post-card | 
from Professor Walley on the subject of printing his 
essay “’Tis only a Pin.” 

The following were then balloted for and elected Fel- 
lows of the Society: Mr. Charles J. Humphrey, 58 East 


Hill, Wandsworth, and Mr. J. A. Gosling, of 180 Black- | tainment. 
friars Road, 


| brought forward 


consonance with their own views. If they could not 
consistently advocate principles that they were sent to 
represent, then they should resign their places on the 
Council, (hear), Seme of the Council when they were 
elected promised to do something towards having the 
wishes of the profession carried out, but nothing had 
been done, and that he looked upon as a direct insult to 
the profession, He had little hope of the Couneil giv 
ing them any assistance in this matter until a suflicient 
mmount of new blood was introduced, which meant the ex 
piration of a number of years. As an outcome of the 
discussion he hoped some resolutions would be unani 
mously passed and sent to the Couneil, He did not quite 
follow Mr. Burrell as to making Clause TX a per 
sonal matter. For himself he had never made ita 
personal matter, and had always looked upon it as a 
matter that affected the whole body corporate. A Clause 
had been inserted in the Charter which deprived eight 
tenths of the profession of rights which they enjoyed up 
to a certain period, There was a decided majority 
against the change at the Birmingham Meeting which 
he had referred to, and that being so the question deser 
ved some consideration at the hands of those who were 
on the Council at the time. The only argument on the 
other side appeared to be this that the gentlemen who 
had paid 15 guineas were not disposed to be deprived of 
rights that they had paid for, — He could give the names 
of several who had said this, but comparisons were 
odious. The *ellowship Degree should not be one 
merely of gain, but should also indicate scientific at- 
He was obliged to the Chairman for having 
information with regard to the publicity 
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given to the Charter and to this Clause. At the Bir- 
mingham meeting he expressed the opinion that he did 
not believe sufficient steps had been taken to learn the 
will of the profession in the matter. A circular should 
have been sent to every member of the profession as to 
what was proposed to be done. He would not say that 
it was not done with the best intentions, but certainly a 
mistake had been made.‘ [t had been said that an in- 
justice had only been done to those members of the 
profession who passed prior to 1876, but subsequent 
members were entitled to the same rights in virtue of 
the earlier Charter. 

As to the “ Dual appointment” there was the objec- 


tion that they could not expect to have the work of the | 


Examiners properly reviewed so long as they governed 
a part of the Council. It would certainly have been 
desirable to have had fuller information with regard to 
the Edinburgh disturbances. He felt sorry for the 
gentleman who was then given the cold shoulder, and 
believed an injustice was done to him. 

The point respecting the Vice-Presidents was an im- 
portant one and had been very clearly put by Mr. Hunting. 
The Council at present could elect men who might be 
anything but reformers. It would certainly be far bet- 
ter if the Council was increased to 30, sat for three years 
instead of four, and if 10 retired each year. He hoped 
something would arise out of this meeting to show that 
there was a desire on the part of the profession that 
some active steps should be taken to obtain a New Char- 
ter so that these matters might be revised and altered to 
meet the wishes of the majority of the profession, (Ap.) 

Mr. Mvutvey said he had so often spoken on this 
subject that it was unnecessary for him to say much 
that night. He cordially endorsed all that Mr. Hunting 
had said, and begged to move, “ That the Central Veteri- 
nary Medical Society with the view of obtaining infor- 
mation respecting the desirability of obtaining a New 
Charter, request the Secretary tu place himself in com- 
munication with all the Veterinary Medical Societies in 
order that the question may be fully discussed and all 
their views obtained.” Mr. Hurndall seconded the 
motion. 

Mr. RayMonp said he should like to move an amend- 
ment that the debate should be adjourned for a month 
as they then would be able to draw their conclusions 
better from what had been said. 

Mr. Burret thought the two propositions could be 
carried out. The original resolution having been car- 
ried unanimously it was understood that the question 
would be further considered. 


THE WIndows. 


Mr. Rowe then said he should like to trespass on 
their patience for a minute or two. Mr. Greaves, as they 
knew, had presented to the Council Room, at Red Lion 
Square, double windows to improve the acoustic 
properties of the room, and to deaden the sounds of 
trattic outside. This had completely spoiled the eftect 
of a stained glass window put in by this Society. He 
had complained at the annual meeting, but was told that 
he should “ not look a gift horse in the mouth.’ The 
work was much too heavy and he was intensely upset, 
and would not rest until it was removed. He moved 
* That the C.V.M.S., who contributed one of the win- 
dows of stained glass in the R.C.V.S., whilst acknowledg- 
ing the generosity of Mr. (Greaves, viewed with regret 
the introduction of a framework in front of it, and 
respectfully requested its removal as ‘the artistic effect 
was totally marred’ by its presence.’ Mr. Raymonp 
seconded the resolution which was carried unanimously. 

The Meeting was then adjourned to the first Thursday 
in July. 


Sipney Vivitar, Hon. Nec. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE OF 
MICHIGAN, No. 22. 


A AFFECTING THE 
SHEEP. 


ON 
Eyes oF 


OBSERVATIONS 


During the Summer and Antumn of last year, 
my attention was called to a disorder among sheep, 
which affects their eyes in such a manner that it 
will sometimes leave them blind in one or both 
organs; fortunately the disease yields to treat- 
ment in the majority of instances, but only after 
going through a stage of acute inflammation, caus- 
ing much inconvenience and suffering to the affected 
animal, 


Tue Disease. 


As I have had occasion to observe it, breaks out 
in a flock, one animal after another, in such a man- 
ner as would naturally give one the impression 
that it is of a contagious nature. At the same time, 
a very large proportion which were exposed seemed 
to enjoy a peculiar immmunity, which rendered 
them proof against an invasion. 

In comparing my observations of the complaint 
with descriptions of the disease of sheep by various 
authors, I was struck with an account by a well 
known writer upon veterinary topics (Youatt) who, 
writing in the early part of the present century and 
quoting, in substance, an old shepherd says; ‘That 
sheep when wandering over the moors will some- 
times accidentally tread upon a lark’s nest; that the 
old bird, becoming alarmed as to the safety of her 
offsprings. will rise up, like a game chicken, and 
spur the intruder in the eyes, and it (the sheep) is 
then said to be lark-spurred.” 

From this it can be imagined how popular the 
term. “ lark-spur” would become among attendants 
upon sheep: besides, it was an easy way of account- 
ing for the appearance of the malady. Under the 
circumstanges. the disease was frequently left to 
run its course, and as a result, cataract with total 
blindness was a common termination, So common 
has the term “lark-spur”’ become in some countries 
that it is applied to nearly all diseases affecting the 
eye of sheep. 

In naming the disease I think the most appro- 
priate term which can be applied to it is ‘* Enzootic 
Ophthalmia” ; for, like other Enzootic diseases, it 
attacks a number of animals in a certain locality— 
it may even be confined to a single farm; while 
the term Ophthal:nia, is now universally applied to 
certain diseases of the eye, both in human and 
veterinary medicine. 


SyMPTOMs. 


The complaint is easily recognised. Several 
animals in a flock will become suddenly blind 
without any apparent cause. ‘Taking a casual 


| 
| 
| 
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look at the malady, one cannot help being im- 
pressed with the similarity between this disease. 
and Pinkeye in horses; but closer observation, 
will show with tolerable certainty, that they are 
two distinct disorders. : 

On watching the course of Enzootic Ophthalmia 
in sheep from day to day we will find first of 


all that the sight of the eye. instead of present. 


ing that bright characteristic glistening appearance, 
will be dull and opaque looking. the eye-lids 
will be inflamed. and the animal will be unable to 
tolerate light, and be constantly blinking; tears 
will flow profusely over the cheek. and there will 
be more or less discharge from the nose. In the 
course of a day or two the eyes will appear red- 
der and 
accompanied or followed by angry looking sores 
upon the sight. 


fluid portion. When the internal structures he- 
come involved, a Cataract and permanent  blind- 


larger, which condition will often 


These are seen, sometimes, to 
penetrate through the eye-ball, and allow the in-. 
ternal structure of the eye to escape; that is, the 


| selves in a comfortable. dry shed, well aired, 
darkened to prevent unnecessary irritation from 
sunlight. The eyes should be thoroughly fomen- 
ted with warm water every day, until the acute 
symptoms subside —say for about four days. After 
fomenting | have found great benefit from the 
application ot a weak solution of Nitrate of Silver, 
say about 5 grains to the ounce of pure rain, or 
distilled water. If the eye is uleerated, touch the 
ragged sores with the pure lunar Caustic oceas- 
ionally, In applying fluids to the eyes a few 
drops may be shaken from the end of a small 
vial; or a common quill run through the cork, 
makes a convenient way of applying the medicine. 
1 have also used a Camel hair brush, or soft 
feather; either will answer very well. Of course 
the attendant will require an assistant to hold 
the sheep, while the medicine is being applied. 
The constitutional treatment may be directed 
first of all to the bowels. and if they are not 
operating regularly, a saline purgative should be 
given, say Epsom Salts, four ounces dissolved in 


ness is liable to be the result. half-a-pint of hot water and allowed to cool, 

This ulceration never occurs in Pinkeye in hor-| About forty-eight hours after the purgative has 
ses, so far as I am aware. nor does it in mild! done its work, should the inflammation still remain 
cases in the sheep. The constitutional symptoms, | in the eyes, diuretics may be given Among 
like the local, vary considerably with the indi- others I have found relief following the adminis- 
vidual. In some I] have found but slight fever, tration of Nitrate of VPotash as follows: ‘Three 
while the clinical thermometer would indicate | drachms of Nitrate of Potash, dissolve it in eight 
considerable elevation of temperatue in the next! ounces of water; one ounce of the mixture to be 


one examined—ranging from 102° to 105° Fahy, 
Some animals lose their appetite; while others | 
eat tolerably well; the bowels become more or 
less constipated. 

While the constitutional symptoms of Pinkeye 
appear to be much more severe in the horse than , 
the constitutional symptoms of this disease resem- | 
bling it in sheep. yet the opposite is the case 
with regard to the local symptoms. 

The Cause of this disease, like the cause of | 
many similar Enzootics, is still wrapped in deep 
obscurity. I need hardly say that 1 do not be- 
lieve in the * lark-spur” theory. There are those 
who say it is the result of fatigue-—over-driving 
upon dusty roads, for instance, or exposure to cold _ 
after shearing, or indeed at any time: and that 
sudden changes of the weather are liable to bring 
on an attack. Although it may be true that 
any debilitating influence such as exposure, We., 
is liable to render an individual more susceptible 
to the complaint, yet | cannot think that they 
alone produce it. Indeed 
respect for the condition of the animal, breed or 
sex, age or size, or other circumstances that | 


can suggest. unless | take advantage of that now 


fashionable way of accounting fur the existence of 
certain maladies and condemn it as a 
trouble,” for it is uot at all improbable that a 
specific virus floating in the air and finding a 
suitable habitat in some sheep, will there perform 
its various eccentricities. 

The Treatment of this disease should be both 
local and constitutional. and the surroundings of 
the animal should also be properly considered. 

The affected sheep should be placed by them- 


it seems to liave 


malarial 


If at the end of a 
first dose the inflam- 
the diuretic may be 


given morning and evening, 
week from the time of the 
mation has not subsided, 


repeated. 


During the treatment the sheep should be fed 
upon laxative diet. such as roots, bran mash, lin- 


seed, and the like. 
A. A. 
Professor of Veterinary Science. 


INFECTIOUS DISEASE 
(PREVENTION) BILL, 


THE 


On Wednesday last the Hlouse of Commons pas- 
sed a bill introduced by Mr. Lees Knowles and 
entitled the Infectious Disease (Prevention) Bill, 
Its main object is the laudable one of facilitating 
the detection of infectious diseases. ‘Two of its 


clauses dealt: with infection when conveyed — or 
supposed to be conveyed through milk, One 


clause (No. 4) subjected milk retailers to the neces- 
sity, when called upon, of furnishing lists of their 
customers to the local authority; while clause 5 
provided for the inspection of dairies by the medi- 
eal ofticer of health when he suspected infection, 
‘and gave power to the Jocal wuthority on his report 
‘to absolutely prohibit the sale of milk from such 
Naturally the representatives of dairymen 
armers were aroused by these stringent 
provisions. To meet their objections, sundry 
amendments were accepted by Mr, Knowles, which 
‘to some extent modified the stringency of these 


dairy. 
and dairy f 


| 
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clauses. But the Bill passed the standing Com- 
mittee without the two main points being met. It 
was strongly urged (1) that clause 4 should be 
withdrawn altogether, and (2) that the medical 
officers of health should have no power to inspect 
the cows in a dairy unless he was accompanied by a 
veterinary surgeon. But the introducers of the Bill 
were unwilling to concede these two points. 

The Central Chamber of Agriculture, however, 
took the matter up. In the first place they secured 
the postponement of the Bill until it had been sent 
down to the local chambers for consideration, and 
discussed by the Central Chamber. At their last 
meeting they passed a resolution urging the with- 
drawal of Clause 4 as * needlessly inquisitorial,” 
and stating that no inspection by a medical officer 
of the animals in a dairy would be satisfactory un- 
less he were accompanied by a veterinary surgeon. 
This resolution was forwarded to Mr. Knowles and 
he at once put down amendments which, as he an- 
nounced on Wednesday, were intended to meet the 
views of the Central Chamber, and the Bill was 
thus amended in accordance with the general wish 
of the dairy interest. 
ful suggestion, which was also accepted, to insert 
the words * properly qualified” before ‘“ veterinary 
surgeon.” —The Furmer and Stockbreeder. 


THE &TIOLOGY OF CONSUMPTION, 


Dr. Aveusr Haurr of Soden, has published a 
pamphlet, entitled The Importance of the Here- 
dity of Tuberculosis in Comparison with its Propa- 
gation by Sputum.” It treats of the heredity of 
tuberculosis, its direct inheritance, its incubation, 
statistics of heredity, and contagion. Dr. Haupt 
maintains that the inheritance of tuberculosis from 
parents or ancestors cannot possibly be disputed, 
and that the theory of absolute contagion is weakly 
founded. He quotes from the Report of the Col- 
lective Investigation Committee in respect to the 
Brompton Hospital, in which the danger of infec- 
tion is declared to be utterly improbable. — Robert- 
son found that in at least 80 of 100 married couples 
in which the husband or the wife was consumptive, 
the other party did not become so. Leudet observed 
that out of 112 widows and widowers of persons who 
died of consumption after illnesses varying from 
one to twenty years in duration, 1U5 remained per- 
fectly healthy. During the fourteen years of 
Dettweiler’s work as physician in the Consumptive 
Hospital at Falkenstein, there has not been a single 
case of infection among the attendants, some of whom 
were for seven years in constant contact with patients 
who were dangerously ill. The author quotes the fol- 
lowing words of Professor Leyden: ‘‘ Immediately 


after the discovery of the tubercle bacillus there 
was a tendency to attach much more importance to— 
contagion than before, but further observation has 
shown that it does not play so very great a part, 
and that the majority of cases are due to heredity.” 
Dr. Haupt reports his own experience at Soden thus: 
Among the 1500 inhabitants of the place there are 


101 who let lodgings. In most of the houses the 
wives, with sisters or daughters, serve and tend 
the tuberculous patients who come fur treatment. 
In many houses servant girls from the neighbour: 
ing villages, hired for the summer, help. making the 
patients’ beds, cleaning their rooms, beating the 
carpets, removing the sputum—these occupations, 
so closely connected with the danger of infection, 
are, among others, the tasks of these persons,; and 
it must be added that they prefer the severest cases, 
because, as more help is required, the remuneration 
is higher. In winter the members of the lan lords’ 
families ocenpy the rooms in which generally the 
most severely atfected patients have lain—the rooms 
on the ground floor. Between 1855 and 1888, 48 
of the 238 members of such families died, 10 of them 
of tuberculosis. In 6 of these 10 cases heredity was 
demonstrable, and the remaining 4 were due to 
colds and external causes. Of the 415 servant girls 
17 died. 5 of them of tuberculosis. | Within thirty 
years, then, among 653 persons, most of whom were 
for several summers with and in attendance on the 


Mr. Esslemont made a use- , 


patients, there were 15 deaths from tuberculosis, 
not caused by infection. |The same proportion pre- 
_vails among other persons in close contact with con- 
‘sumptive patients, attendants, washerwomen, «ec. 
As to the general mortality of Soden, the pamphlet 
contains the following data :—Seventy-six persons 
‘died during the last three years. Of these 76 deaths 
-Twere due to tuberculosis, including two cases of 
‘tuberculous meningitis in children and one of 
tuberculosis of the bones, also ina child. OF the 
four other cases, only one was that of a person 
-who came in contact with patients, and this was 
a case of alcoholism, ending in phthisis. 


| MEDICAL EDUCATION. 


The subject which has occupied the greatest share 
of the attention of the General Medical Council dur- 
ing the past week, and which is undoubtedly of 
most interest to the medical body at large, has been 
the consideration of the report of the Education 
Committee. 

The general outcome f its deliberations is pretty 
much to this effect: It is laid down as a fundamen- 
tal principle that the course of professional study 
should occupy five years, of which the first four 
should be passed in a recognised school of medicine. 
The student, however, should be allowed to spend 
his first year at any recognised teaching institution 
where physics, chemistry, and biology are taught ; 
and any graduate in arts or science, who may have 
given proof of having studied these subjects, and of 
having been examined in them for his degree, 
should be held to have completed the first of the 
five years of study. 

The Council then went on to recommend that the 
fifth year should be devoted to clinical work ina 
hospital or dispensary. with the proviso that six 
months of that year may be spent by the student as 
pupil to a practitioner recognised by the medical 
authorities. We think it is a wise and reasonable 
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thing that the practitioners should be thus licensed 
or registered, because it will do away with all fear 
lest there should be found men who would simply 
take the fees of idle students, never trouble them- 
selves to teach them anything, and merely suppiy 
dishonest certificates. The Council then make 2» 


‘dead set’at the baneful custom of excessive lectur- 


ing, giving it as their opinion that two or three 
lectures a week in any one course is sufficient. and 
that the arrangements of study should be such 
as not to involve attendance on more than two 
or three subjects at one time. 

In the next place the licensing bodies are urged 
to set aside more time for practical work, and to see 
that attendance upon the same 1s carefully certified ; 
indeed, it is urged that the regulations of the ex- 
amining bodies should be so framed that attendance 
on systematic courses of lectures should be finished 
by the end of the fourth year, so that the fifth may 
be left quite free for clinical work. With regard 
to the examination in physics, chemistry, and bio- 


logy, it is recommended that it be passed before the 


beginning of the second winter, and the Council 
expressly speak of the subjects just mentioned as 
the elements of physics, chemistry, and biology. 
On this point some very severe remarks were made 
on the absurd demands made on the stndent’s time 
and capacity by the excessive importance attached 
to botany and zovlogy. There cannot be a doubt 
that in some universities the subject of botany has 
been pressed in a most harassing manner {upon the 
student. The curious thing is that the physicist. 
the chemist. the zoologist. and the botanist too 
often take an utterly mistaken view of their rela- 
tion to the medical student. In their eagerness to 
magnify these individual subjects, they expressly 
announce their intention that, if they are to do 
their duty, they must make the unhappy youth of 
1% an accomplished physicist. chemist, zoologist. 
and botanist. They utterly ignore the fact that 
the unhappy lad wishes to be made a practitioner. 
They cannot be brought to understand that these 
subjects are merely intended to be cye-openers — to 
bea kind of alphabet by the aid of which the stu- 
dent may be able to spell out his human anatomy 
and physivlogy when he comes to them. 

It is very satisfactory to find that the Council 
distinctly recognises the proper part which should 
be played by the preliminary sciences, and dis- 
tinctly announces its opinion that only the elements 
of these sciences should be taught and examined 
upon. Brit. Med, Journal, 


Army Veterinary Department—A New Warrant. 

We stated a fortnight ago, says the lrwy and 
Navy Gazette that it was in contemplation to issue a 
new Warrant, so as to ensure the continuance in the 
service of Inspecting Veterinary Surgeon Drummond 
Lambert, who is liable to retirement at the end of the 
month, but has been recommended fur the appoint- 
ment of Principal Veterinary Surgeon ou the retire- 
ment of Dr. George Fleming, C.B. The Warrant has 
now been issued. It provides that the appointment of 
Principal Veterinary Surgeon shall be for seven 
years, and that the retirement of other officers of the 


/ 


| Veterinary Department shall be compulsory at the 


age of 55. In certain cases, however, where the in- 
terests of the public service may require it, the age 
of retirement of Inspecting Veterinary Surgeons 
may be extended to 60, 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE “SNARRY”™ FUND. 
& sd. 
J.E. Peele... 202 0° W. Hunting 1 
A. W. Mason ... 110-0 
G. T. Pickering 1 1 i. Fleming 1 0 0 
R. Poyser LoL J. Ateherley ... 
R. C, Edwards 1 1 0 F. Bland... ... 010 6 
J.S. Hurndall O10 6 Pelle 010 6 
W. Summers ... 010 6 J. L. Barling ... 
T 


1 0 
T. Fletcher 1 0 Brigham... 1 O 
J. McBryde 05 0 Faulkner... 1 
A Friend... ... 10 0 0 Lett 
T. Dollar... 202 0 A.W. Briggs .. 


J.G. Long .. 2.0 6 


EX PENSES— 
Report of Meeting at Leeds ... 6 11) 0 
Transit of horse, ... 
Cirenlars O17 6 


£24 15 6 
J. E. Seriven, Hon, Treas, 


Registration of Farriers or Shoeing Smiths. 

The Secretary of the Royal Agricultural Society of 
Mngland has notified to the Clerk of the Worshipfu! 
Company of Farriers that the following represent- 
tatives of the Society have been selected to serve on 
the Registration Committee, viz., The President of 
the Society, Sir John Thorold Bart, Sir Jacob Wilson, 
Mr. Chas. Clay, Mr, Walter Gilbey, and Mr. Ernest 
Clarke, (the Secretary of the Society). 

The Veterinary Profession. 

The veterinary profession is making a very laud- 
able endeavour to raise its members toa higher 
intellectual and scientific level. © The standard of 
the Entrance or Arts Examination has been raised 
from the third-class certificate of the College of 
receptors to the second, — Latin, however, is still 
only an optional subject, but at the annual meeting 
of the Royal Veterinary College. which has receutly 
been held, a unanimous vote was passed expressing 
the opinion that Latin oughy to be made a compul- 
sury subject. It was thought that the standard of 
the examination should be equivalent to that required 
for entrance into the medical profession, — Notwith- 
standing considerable complaints of overcrowding, 
it is satisfactory to find Mr. Lambert declaring his 
belief that there was “no profession in’ which, in 
proportion to its numbers, so many men made good 
incomes as the veterinary professiou.” — Lancet. 


National Veterinary and Mutual Defence Society. 
At a meeting of the Council of the above 
Society held at Liverpool on the 12th inst., 
various suggestions were made regarding the 
bye-laws. and ultimately a committee was ap- 
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pointed to revise the same, previous to the next 
General Meeting to be held about the Month of 
September, when the Society will have completed | 
its twenty-fifth year. 

In the mean time any suggestions for the im- 
provement of the rules, either by Societies or 
individual members of the profession, will be 
gladly received by the Hon. Secretary, George 
Morgan, 11, College Lane. Liverpool, to whom 
application may be made for copies of present 
Kules. 


Obscure outbreak of Scarlatina at Crosby. 

An outbreak of scarlet fever has occurred at 
Crosby, near Liverpool, the cause of which is at 
present involved in a good deal of obscurity. Ac- 
cording to Mr. Limrick, the medical officer of 
health, some thirty cases of this disease occurred 
suddenly in the district. and although the patients 
were scattered about in point of locality. they all | 
reccived their milk from one dairy where a cow 
was found to be ill, A veterinary surgeon ap- 
pointed under the contagious Diseases (Animals) 
Act having been called in, the cow was killed, and he 
pronounced her disease to be * grapes ’’—in other 
words, bovine tuberculosis. But whether this 
tuberculous cow. the milk from which was regularly | 
mixed with the dairy supply, suffered from any 
additional affection does not appear; and hence it 
is difficult to draw any conclusion from the occur- 
ence except the imperative need of skilled inspection 
of animals within dairies as well as of the buildings, 
appliances, and enployés counected with the milk 
trade.— Lancet. 


Defence to a Doctor’s Bill. 


An American doctor named Royston sued Peter Bennett 
for attendance on the wife of the latter. H. Stephens 
was for Bennett and Robert Toombs was for the doctor. 
The doctor proved the number of his visits, their value 
according to local custom, and his own authority to do 
medical practice. 

Mr. Stephens told his client that the doctor had made 
out his case, and the only thing left to do was to pay it. 

“No,” said Peter, “I hired you to speak in my case, 
and now speak” 

Mr. Stephens told him there was nothing to say. __ 

Peter was obstinate, and at last Mr. Stephens told 
Peter to make a speech himself, if he thought one could 
be made. | 
- “T will,” said Peter and began :— 

“ Gentlemen of the jury, you and I is plain farmers, 
and if we dont stick together these ’ere lawyers and 
doctors will get advantage of us. I ain’t no lawyer 
or doctor, and I ain’t no objections to them in their 
proper place, but they ain’t farmers, gentlemen of the jury. 
Now, this man Royston was no doctor, and I went for 
him to come and doctor my wife’s sore leg, and he came 
and put some salye on to it, and some rags, but never 
did it a bit of good. Gentlemen of the jury, I don’t be- 
lieve he is a doctor at all. There are doctors as is 


doctors, sure enough, but this man don’t earn his money ; 
and if you send for him, as Mrs. Sarah Atkinson did for 
a negro boy, he just kills his patient and wants you to 
pay for it. 
“I don’t,” thundered the doctor. 
“Did you cure him?” asked Peter with the slow ac- 
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The doctor was silent, and Peter proceeded : 

“ As I was saying, gentlemen of the jury, we farmers, 
when we sell our cotton, has got to give vally for 
the money we ask, and doctors ain’t none too good to be 
put to the same rule. And I don’t believe this ’ere Sam 
Royston is a doctor nohow.”’ 

“ Look at my diploma if you think I am no doctor.” 

“ His diploma!” exclaimed the orator in great con- 
tempt. “His diploma! Gentleman, that is a big word 
for a printed sheepskin, and it don’t make no doctor of 
the sheep as first wore it; nor does it of the man as 
now carries it; a good newspaper has more in it, and I 
pint out to ye that he ain’t no doctor at all.” 

The doctor was now in a rage and screamed out, “Ask 
my patients if | am not a doctor.” : 

This seemed to be the straw that broke the camel’s 
back ; for Peter replied with a look and tone of un- 
utterable sadness: “That isa hard saying, gentlemen 
of the jury, and one that requires me to die and to have 
the powers as I hear tell ceased to be exercised since the 
Apostles. Am I to go to the lonely churchyard and rap 
on the sileut tomb, and say to ’um as is at last at rest 
from physic and doctor’s bills,‘Get up here you, and 
state if you died a natural death, or was hurried up by 
Royston’! He says ask his patients, and, gentlemen of 
the jury, they are all dead! Where is Mrs. Beasly’s 
man,Sam? Go ask the worms in the graveyard, where 
he lies. Mr. Peak’s woman, Sarah, was attended by 
him, and her funeral was appointed. Where is Bill 
Mitchell? Now in glory, expressing his opinion of 
Royston’s doctoring. | Where is that baby gal of Harry 
Stephens? She is where doctors cease to trouble and 
infants are at rest. Gentlemen, he has eaten chicken 
enough at my house to pay for his salve.: I found the 
rags, and I don’t suppose he charges for making her 
worse.”’ 

The applause was great and Peter won. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
VOTING ON THE COUNCIL. 


Srr, 
May I suggest that it is highly desirable that we 


should be informed how our members vote, otherwise 
we lose all check upon them. Perhaps in your editorial 
capacity you would give us the required information in 
future. [ am afraid some of the members rarely screw 
their courage up to the point of givinga vote. Quite 
recently (3rd June), 22 voted on the motion that Latin 
be made obligatory, although 25 members were present ; 
it will therefore be noticed that 3 members failed to 
record their votes, which I consider a grave error. 

Yours truly, Nem. Con. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


I cannot understand how Professor Walley has got 
hold of the idea—that I indicated tuberculosis was on 
the increase. If he will again refer to your issue of the 
7th inst., he will find that [ said “ Many observers say 
that tuberculosis is on the increase, but this is contrary to 
my experience.” 

As to the paragraphs concerning the Jews, what I did 
say was as near as possible as follows :—“I am supported 
in my opinion—that tuberculosis is not so prevalent now 
as it used to be—by a butcher, who for long has supplied 
the Jews with their beef, and who in reply to my en- 
quiries said, “ that formerly he sometimes had to slaugh- 
ter three or four beasts before he got one to pass 
‘ cosher,’ now it was a rare thing to have one condemned.”’ 

Will Professor Walley kindly explain what he means 
when he speaks of spontaneous tuberculosis. 


cents of a judge with the black cap on. 


C. STEPHENSON. 
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